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| « « « The regular ﬁonthly meeting of the

Board of Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commi§~
sion coﬁvened, pursuant to notice, on Tuesday,
| October 25; 1977, at 10:00 o'clock a.m., at the
Holiday Inn, I-10, Slidell, Louisiana, Donald F.
‘Wille, Vice-Chairman, presiding. . . .
PRESENT WERE: ‘

DONALD F. WILLE, Vice Chairman ¢

MARC DUPUY, JR., Member‘

J., C. GILBERT, Member

JERRY JONES, Member v~

J. BURTON. ANGELLE, Secretary.
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1. Approval of minutes of September 27, 1977,

DR. LYLE ST. AMANT

2, Request from Louisiana Materials Co., Inc.
for permit to dredge sand, gravel and/or
fill material from the Mississippi River

at Mile Posts 177 through 181 AHP at

Point Darrow.

1

3. Request from Louisiana Materials Co., Inc,
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for'permit to dredge for sand, gravel
and/or fill material from fhe Mississippi
River at Mile ?osts'131.to 133 AHP; and
at Mile Posts 163vto 165 AHP.

Request from Lake Providsnce Dredging Company
for permit to dredge ssnd and gravel®
from the Mississippi River at Willow
Cutoff, Mile 461 to Mile 463 AHP; and
at Fitler Bend, Mile 477.7 to Mile 478.2

)
Request from OKC Dredging, Inc. for renewal
\ of permit for dredging sand and/or fill
.material from the Mississippli River at
Mile 116’AHP to 117 AHP, Fairview Lsnd~

ing near St. Rose, St. Charles Parish,

Setting oyster season in Calcasieu Lake.

Fort Polk Military Reservation regulations.

Y

Lease on Atchafalaya Delta Wildlife Management

b
AHP,
5.
Louisiana.
MR. HARRY SCHAFER
6.
MR. RICHARD YANCEY
7.
8.
Area.
MR. JOE HERRING
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9. Discussion of Nature Trail on Pearl River
Wildlife Management Area.

OTHER BUSINESS

10. Set date for November meeting.
Appreciatibn to Slidell and St. Tammany
Sportsmén's Leagues. |
Recognition of visitors; Commission members
and staff present at meeting.
" Discussion of Pearl River WMA and possible
acquisition of additional tract.

Pollution problem in Cévington.

VICE CHAIRMAN DONALD F. WILLE: Good
morning, ladies énd geﬁtlemen. ‘This will be the
regular formal‘meéfing of the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission being held at Slidell,
Léuisiana. I think the first thing on the agenda
would be to thank the Slidell Sportsmen's League
and the St, Tammany Sporfsmen's League for the
lovely cocktail party and dinner that ﬁas giben
here last mnight., We do appreciaté it., We enjoyed
the fellowship, enjoyed the dinner. I can speék

for myself and I think the rest of tﬁe Commission

members and Mr. Angelle, the Secretary.
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I think the first thing on the agenda
this morning would be the approval of the minutes
| of Sepfember'27, 1977;

MR.'JONES: I move;

MR. DUPUY: Second.

'THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jones and
seconded by Mr. Dupuy. Ali in favof say aye.

'IN UNISON: Avye. o

THE CHAIRMAN: Against?

| (No responée)

None. So noted.

Dr., St. Amant. Oh, just a minute, Harry,
before you stért, Mr. Angelle would like to recoé—
nize some people wé have visiting with us today.

SECRETARY J. BURIOﬁ ANGELLE: Mr, Chair-
man, Acting Chairman, and Members of the Commission
ladies and gentlemen, one gentleman-l'wouid like to
introduce to you, I think\you had the opportunity
to meet with him last niéht and recoghize him:this
morning, is a gentleman who serves on the Houée
Natural Resources Committee, a very good friend of
Fish and Wildlife, é man that I had the honor of

serving with in the legislature, Representative

2,
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Ed Scogin, Tﬁanklyou very much; Ed. We appreciate
your being here with us.
(Applause) |

Mr. Yancey and I and those who fol}ow the
' legislature always know that when we need a vote in
the House Natural Resources Committee in fa?br of
Fish énd.Wildlife, we can always coﬁnt on.Ed.

Also I see visiting the President of the
Police Jury, Mr. Webb.

MR. M, W, WEBB: I am not President now
but I am glad to be here. Thank you. A

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank ybu, Mr. Webb. Ve
appreéiate your coming. )

SECRETARY ANGELLE: I understand he will
be the next mayor of Slidellg Maybe we. will ?ntro-
duce him.that way. . . L ;

And there are a iot of other visiti;g
dignitaries thét I cannot call your name. Maybe
ydu will just get up and introduce yourselves. I
just met this fair young lady who drove in from
Baton Rouge. Her name is Sarah, she is with the-

Fiscal Office, going to be looking at our opera-

tions. I would also like to tell her and tell the

e
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: . o /
Commission members and the press, if they are here|

that we just completed a 90-day audit by the
Legisiative Auditor. 1t took three people 90 days
to find out that we had a pérfect audit, so that
was real great. Larry Cook really knows how to
hide things! (Laughtef)
| THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Burt. I appred

ciate that. Go ahead, Harry,_and‘let it rip.

MR. HARRY SCHAFER: Mr,\Cﬁairman, 1 am
handling Dr, Sﬁ. Amant's business on the agepda.
The first on the agénha is a request from“touisiana
Matérials for a permit to dredge san& and gravél
and fill material from the‘MissiSSippi River at
Mile 178 through 181 AHP at Point Darrow. This
request has been researched and we find it in order.
I would fecommend that the permit be grantéd for
one year for the royalty tha£ should be provided.

MR. DUPUY: I so move.

MR. JONES: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr, Dupuy;
secondéd by Mr. Jones. All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed?

[=1=1
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(No response)
So ordered. ‘ ’ |
(The full text of the
‘reéolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the |
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant permis-
sion to LOUISIANA MATERIALS COMPANY,
INC. to dredge .for sand, gravel and/or
£fill material from the Mississippi
River at Mile 177 through 181 (Point
Darrow) for a period of one year from
October 25, 1977 to October 25, 1978.

MR. SCHAFER: We have another request
from Loﬁisiana Materials, Inc. for a permit to
dfedge sand and gravel and fill material from the
Mississippi River at Mile Posts 131 and 133 and at
Mile Posts 163~165 AHP., This has also been re-
searched énd meets all the requirements of the
Commission. I would recommend its approval for
one year and for the required amount.

THE CHAIRMAN: O. K., you have heard the

20 .
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recomméndatioﬁ. Do I hear a motion?
MR. JONES: So move.
‘MR, DUPUY: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Merd by Mr. Jones and
seconded by Mr. Dupuy. All in favor?
IN UNISON: Aye.
THE CHAIRMAN: Against?
(No response)
None. So ordered. o }
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wiidlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant permis-
sioﬁ to the LOUISTANA MATERIALS COMPANY,
INC, to dredge for sand, gravel and/or
fi1l material from the Mississippi.
River at Miles 163 to 165 AHP and
from Miles 131 to 133 AHP; for a period
of one year from October 25, 1977 to

October 25, 1978.

MR. SCHAFER: We have a request from the
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Lake Providenée Dredging-Company for a permit to
remove sand and gravel from the Mississippi River
at Willow Cutoff at Miles 463 to 461 AHP and at
Fitler Bend, Miles 477 and 478 AHP. This meets
. a11~the‘fequirements of the Commission and I would
recommend its approval for one year and for the
royalty provided,
THE CHAIRMAN: Do I have a motion?
MR. DUPUY: vI wili move, Mr; Chairman.
MR. GILBERT: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN:»vMove& by Mr. Dupuy,
seconded by Mr. Gilbert. All in favor say aye;
‘-IN UNISON: Aye. |
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed?
(No response)
So be it.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
.Commission does hereby grant per-

mission to the LAKXKE PROVIDENCE
\

& .
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DREDGING -COMPANY to remove sand and

gravel from the Mississippi River at

.WillowkCutoff; Miles 463 to 461 AHP,

aﬁd at Fi;ler Bend; Miies 477.7 to

478.2 AHP, for a period of one year

from October 25, 1977 to October 25;

1978.

. MR. SCHAFER: The last request for a
permit is from the OKC Dredging, Inc. for a renewal
permit for dredging .sand and fill material from the
Mississippi River at Mile 116 and Mile 117 AHP, at
Fairview Landing near St, Rosé, St. Chagles Parish,
We find that this meets all the requirements of the
Commission and therefore I would recommend the
renewal of this permit for one year with the
required>fees.

THE CHAIRMAN: Motion?

MR. JONES: So move. |

MR. DUPUY: Second.

TpE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr., Jones and
seconded by Mr, Dupuy; All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed?

[eYoTo
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(No response)
So be it;'
(The full text of the
reéolution is here made
a part of the record.)
BE IT RESOLVED that the
iouisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby grant pef~
mission to the OKC DREDGING, INC.
for renewal of:. their permit expiring
November 23, 1977, to remove fill ) :
material from the Mississippi River |
at Mile 116 AHP to 117 AHP, Fairview
Landing near St. Rose, St. CharIeéh
Péﬁmh, Louisiana, for a period of one
yeaf from November 23, 1977 to
November 23, 1978,‘at a royalty rate
of five cents per cubic yard.
THE CHAIRMAN: Harry, ggsghead and give
us the oyster season. |
MR. SCHAFER: Mr. Chairman, as you rememt

ber, we set the oyster season for Calcasieu Lake

last meeting and we found that we had run afoul

369 ,
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of the Public‘Information Act and we could not
ﬁeet the reéuirements for the opening that we had
set for November 14 and we therefore are recommend-
ing that this season begiq ﬁnder the same rules
~and regulations that were passed at last month's
meeting but opening on November 21, I would recom-
mend fhis change.
MR. JONES: So move.
MR. DUPUY: Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jomes,
seqonded by Mr. Dupﬁy. All in fav&r say aye.
IN UNISON: Avye. |
THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed?
(No response)
Hearing no 6pposition, the motion passes,
(The full text of the
resblufion is herevmade
a part bf the record.)
WHEREAS, thelCommission biolo~- |
gists and the Chief of the Seafood
Divisién have recommended the fi;hing
of the oysters in Calcasieu Lake with

1]

the exception of the Calcasieu River and

%é)_ . .
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Ship-Chaﬁnel,.East fogk; West Fork,
‘and Oyster Bayou, and

WHEREAS, the State Department
of Health will gkamine the growing |
oyéters of this gforementioned area
and approve the waters for fishing
oysters if the health standards are
met;

NOW THEREFORE ﬁE IT RESOLVED
by the Louisiana Wildlife énd Fisheries

.

Commission that the Calcasieu Léke -
Oyster Season for 1977-78 be set in:
accordance with the following rules
aqd regulatiohs: |
(1) That the oyster.season in
| Calcasieu Lake be fixed to
‘exténd from one-half hour before
sunrise on Monday, November 21,
1977 through one-half hour after
sunset on Friday, March 31; 1973,
with the right being reserved to

extend said season or close it

sooner 1if biologically justifiable.

|

o

-
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(é) 'Thaﬁ oyster fishing bé limited
only to the use of tongs and to
.daylight hours.

(3) The open areas shall be confined
to the area of Calcasieu Lake,
with the exceptioﬁ of Calcasieu
River and Ship Chénnel,'East Fork,
‘West Fork and Oyster Bayou which
shall be closed; ’ |

(4) The three-inch culling law shall

| ~be observéd by all fishermen
fishing the area and the culls
shall be returnéd to the fishing
area reéfs to provide for future
harvestiné.

(5)‘ All oysters shall be put info
sacks before leaving the oyster
fishfng area in Calcasieu Lake.
Oysters not in‘sacks leaiing the
fishing area in Calcasieu Lake shall
bg confiscated and violator subject

to.penalty set forth in Title 56,

Section 115,

g HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete convention service in new orleans
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A

(6) TheAtaking of oysters for commer-
cial purposes shall be 1imited to
.15-sacksvper boat per day.

(7) The taking 6f oysters for home

| consumption shall be limited to
three bushels (two éécks) per boaﬁ
peé day. |

(8) All commercial fishing of oysters

shall be done only ;ith proper

licenses, and the sacks of oysters
be prOpefly tagged before ieaying
fishing vessel. | |

. _ BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the

. Secretary be and is héreby authorized and
embowered to extend or close said season
and’increase or decrease limit, if bio-
logically sound.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Yancey. 

\

MR. YANCEY: Mr. Chairman and Members of
I

the Commission, the first item I have on the agendg
pertains to hunting regulations on the Fort Polk
Military Reservation over in southwest Louisiana.

A}

Following the withdrawal of the Forest

1

[e 12
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Service 1ands.from the Commission's Wildlife Man-
agement Area progrém, this then resulted in dif-
ferent regulations applying to the southern half
- of the Foft Polk Military Réservation as compared
. to the northern half of the Fort Polk Military
Reservation. We have met with the'Army and they
would; of course, like to have the same hunting
regulations apply to the entire military reserva-
¢ . \
tion, so'we wouid recommend to the\Commission that
a resolution be adopted that would prescribe that
all lands within the Fort Polk Milifary Reserva-
tion apply as previoﬁsly set ﬁp Ey the Commission
for the portion of the military.reservation_that
is in the Wildlife Management Area. |
This is a map of tﬁe reservation as a
whole. The red line encompaéses.the Fort Polk
Wildlife Management Area and the blue_line r;pre—
sents the southern boundary of the military reservas
tion. We would recommend that the Commission
adopt a resolution here that would preécribe that
the same regulations apply for the whole area as

now apply for the Management Area.

Of course, we have got an excellent

[<)
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population of deer and turkey and séuirrel gpd
rabbits and what;have~you on this prbpergy and it
affords a lot of public huntiné opportunity; but
from the standpoint of management and uniformity
and clarification, we need to do that, so we would

recommend that a resolution be adopted.

THE CHAIRMAN: Fine. Are you going to

draw up the resolution, Dick?,

MR. YANCEY: Yes. ‘ .

f

THE CHAIRMAN: Do I have a motion?

MR. DUPUY: I so move.

-

MR. JONES: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Dupuy,

seconded by Mr, Jones. All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: Any opposed?

(No résponse)

So moved. ‘

(The full text of the

resolution is here made

a part of the record.)

WHEREAS, the hunting regu-

lations previously‘prescribed for the

209
OB
0
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Fort Polk Wiidlife ﬂanagement érea
differ from those now in effect for
those lands located on the Fort Polk
ﬁilitary Reservation thét afe located
oufside of the Fort Polk WMA boundary,
and

WHEREAS, for purposes of
uniformity, better wildlife management:

"on the military reservation as a whole,
and for the purpose of standardizing
hunting régulaéions on the entire
military reservation,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wildlife and Figh-
eries Commission does hereby establish
hunting regulations on the Fort Polk
milita}y reservation as a whole to be
identical to those previously preséribed
forithg Fort Polk WMA.
MR, YANCEY: The next item that I have
relates to the establishment of a Wildlife Managé—
ment Area that would.encompass some 125,000 acres

of lands and waters in Atchafalaya Bay south of -

—
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Morgan City. .What we have in this part of the
state is a new delta.that is raéidly forming off
the mouth of the Atchafalaya River and it is going
to becomé one of Louisiana'é most important wild-
life areas. It is already used extensively by
large numbers of migratory waterfowl. We have
1arge'numbers of furbearers already establishing
themselves on these lands, Eventually we will even
have deer out there.

The delta now occupies about 12,000
acres of marshes thére and it is rapidly building.
By 1990 it will include another 8,000 or 10,006,
and probably by the end of this cenfury a great
percentage of this area will be in delta marshes;
which ére, as we all know, some of the most pro-
lific producers of wildlife on the continent.
Anywhere you find a delta marsh;~you always find
’large quantities and a variety and abundance of
wildlife.

What has been done in this regard is
that during the 1977 legislature Act 565 became
law and it authorized the Department of Natural

Resources, which now includes the old State Land-

) v
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Office, to 1ea§e this tract of 1énd-and«water to .
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries for pur—
poses of establishing a new Wildlife Management
Area. We have a lease form that has been drawn up .

.1t provides that the Department would have a 25-
year freé lease on this area to manage it as a
Wildlife Management Area.

O0f course, there are stipulations in
there that track Act 565, which prescribe that the
operations for navigatjion and flood control would
not in any way be iﬁfringed upon by our .program
out there. This will create ‘a new big, importaﬁt
Wildlife Management Area for the state, and we
would like to recommend to the Commission that you
approve of the 25-year lease agreement and the
signinglof that lease by Mr. Angelle to set up
this game management area.

Now we will have to go“one step after thd
lease and that is have a Governor's proclamation
that would set it up as a management area.

MR. DUPUY: Dick, why a 25-year limit?

MR. YANCEY: There is no particular

reason for that. It was just a standard period of

QOO
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time tﬁat ve ﬁave been leasing other state lands.
of cdurse, keriodically these are renewed, as they
begin to expire, and ﬁe present them at the end of
this'25—year‘period. Ip.diil‘probably‘be renewed
.again, ‘
MR. DUPUY: It will be a complete delta
and pfobably'very much more valuable in 25 years.
'MR. YANCEY: That's right. As it grows
it is going to become increasingly valuablé. Last
_year there were about 85,000 ducks that wintered
| on these delté marshes, along\with several thousénd
geese, and that population is going to continue to
grow, along with mink and 6ttep and nutria and deen
and all forms of wéding birds and marsh‘wildlife.

MR. DUPUY: If it is not too late, I
would like to see more time én it, 50 years, 99
years.,

MR, YANCEY: VWell, we can inquire gbout
that. The lease form calls for 25 but we can cer-
tainly look into that possibility. |

THE CHAIRMAN: That's a good point, Marc|

MR. DUPUY: 1t may be much more diffi-

cult to renew at the end of 25 years.

[<1+]
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THE CHAIRMAN: I think a motion would be
in order that we go ahead and empower the Director
to negotiate the thing and if he can get more time,
please do it. ’ |

MR, YANCEY: And if not, then we will
just proceed with the 25 year lease.

MR. JONES I so move.

MR, GILBERT: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jones and
seconded by.ﬁr. Gilbert.- Allﬂin favor say aye.

IN UNISON? Aye. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed?

(No response)
Passed.
(The full text of the
resolution is here made
a part of the record.)
WHEREAS, Act 565 éf the
regulaszession of the Legislature
of 1977 authorized the leasing of
approximately 125,000 acres of land
and water in Atchafalaya Bay to the

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

0008,
e@o@
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‘for the pﬁrpose of establishing the
Atchafalaya Delta Wildlife Management
Area, and

WHEREAS, a lease agreement
forﬁ has been draftéd by the Department
of Natural Resources covering aq25—yeaf
period beginning upon execution of the
lease, and

WHEREAS, other ;tipulations
have been indorporated to conform with
Act 565,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-
eries Commission does hereﬁy approve
of the execution of this lease by the
Secrétary, Departmenp of Wildlife and
Fisheries, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that
efforts be made to have the lease

extend for more than 25 years.

the subject of wildlife management areas and

MR. YANCEY: You know, while we are on

because of the next item coming up on the agenda,

SO
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1 would likg to mention one or two facts reiating
to one of the most important Wildlifé Management
Areas that we have in Louisiana, and that is the
Pearl River Area. |

At the time wé were working in this area
and explaining the purpose and the possibilities
and the potential of that project, one of the
greatest supporters that we had in this area was
Ed Scogin. He was on the police jury at that time
and I think without his supporf, I doubt if that
project would have become a reality. He is here
and I wanted to mention that‘fact.\ Of course, one
of the rgasons>it has been a success also is be-
cause I think we jdst got an outstanding ﬁéﬁ to
run that project for us, and that is Al Frierson!
He is the.Aréa manager that works for the Depart-
ment out there and has done an outstanding job.

I thought those two people should cer-
tainly be recognized for their efforts.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank 'you, Dick. This
might be an appropriate time to ask Mr. Scogin if
he has anything he would like to say, aﬁy words of

wisdom. Mr. Scogin, if you want to come up to the

00
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mike.

MR. EDWARD C. SCOGIN: Thank you very
much, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Commission.
Thank you very much, Dick Yéncey, for those kind
words. Of céurse, that is very important to us
gPd it has eﬁjoyed a phenomenal success, not onlf
from'fhe<standpoint that you gentlemen are inter-
ested in but it has had a tremendous economic
impact on the area.

I am not too familiar with the amount of
use that othef Wildlife Management Areas get but
I will guarantee you this one gets a tremendous
émount. As you know, we ére_contiguous to Orleans
and Jefferson'Parishes and while a lot of those
people who come to use it have a lot to learn --
(Laughter) -- it still gets a tremendous amount of
use botﬁ'at the local level and at that level,

‘_If you would permit me, T wouid like to
‘stress to you the importance in ouf minds; thé
people of St. Tammany Parish and the surrounding
area; if and when we are able, the possibility of
acquiring the 8,100-acre Iwana tract, I have a
signed contract. The deal is put together if we

88" HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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can just get ﬁhe mone&. As &oﬁ p?obably know, and
I know Mr. Ensminger; who 1is here; knows; it-has
been under'a management program alllthese many
years and it is fine habitaf for wild fowl and man)
of the other things that you mentioned earlier
there in the Atchafalaya Basin, Dick. I will be
meetiﬁg with the Gavernor-again conéerning the
thing inside, I think, of the next two weeks.
Following the lead of Burt Angelle, I
have written the.Bureau of Outdoor Recreation as
it rélates to matching funds, which are now as you

know handled through the department of Recreation,

Tourism, Culture and what-not. If we can get thos¢

matchiqg funds, I think maybe we can get the
Governor moving as it relates to the funds frém
our level, That would make this an area that has
a great hardwood, bottomland, upland, sﬁampland
and then a great wild fowl hunting area. It is
really something that we need t§ be looking at
and if we can get the amount of mone& that I am
\tryiné to get, I think probably you would have

enough to do the things that you have to do when

you acquire land, like the marking I was speaking

L
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of last night; the survey, et cetera, those.types
of things. It would také:about $2 million., That
is what we need to gef. We would certainly appre-
. cliate any efforts by the Coﬁmission to assist us
. in that mattér.
"Again, thank you ver& much for allowing
me to'be with you,

THE CHAIRMAN: Ed, we appreciate you
coming up énd I;want you to know that Brother
Angelle here is working hot and heavy'on that
project. He hasn't forgotten about it and we were
not going to bring it up at the ﬁeeting today but
we are working on it., We are all aware of it and
I think under the guidance of Burton here you will
probably get something done. N

MR. SCOGIN: Burt keeps in close touch
with me. I get copies of his letters.

THE CHAIRMAN: If I didn't know better,
I would think he had underworld connections in
-Baton Rouge! .(Laughter) |

MR. SCOGIN: He is very well liked up
there, most of the time!

The only other thing is, and I think that

53
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has been satiéfactorily résolved, I wrote a letter
some whilé back. I had received several complaints
about the establishment of a doe season in a par-
ticular area of this éarish és it relates to the
Beau Chene Hunting Club, and I think that has been
resolved. I have. been convinced that probably a
doe season is not\going to be as harmﬁul as perhaps
somé people thought it was go{ng to be in that éar—
ticular area. |

| Again, thank you very much,

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Ed. We appre—
ciate it, : S . |

| (Applause)

MR. DUPUY: Representative Scogin, if we
cannot buy by cash, we certainly want to explore
the possibility of buying on credit.

MR. SCOGIN: Good idea.. fou and I dis-
cﬁssed that last night and inasmﬁch as the state
operates that way in every other phase, I don't

know why we can't,

MR, JONES: I séw a sign yesterday that

‘Credit. A third down and the rest now!"

(Laughter)

I think might be appropriate there. It said,."Easy,

00y :
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'THE.CHAIRMAN: véry good, Jerry. 'Joe, it
looks like you are ué and you have got a hell of an
act to follow.

MR. HERRING: Wheﬁ you say it is a hard
.act to follow, it is, because the Pearl River has
been tglked about and so what Mr. Yancey has
already discussed, we won't say too much more about
that, but about the first of the year Fhe Sierra
CluB did meet with the Commis sion and ask.that we
establish a nature trail on our Pearl River Wild-
life Management Areé, and this has'been done now,.

The nature trail-is pretty well 1abe1éd.
They have put out a little booklet on it, with the
heip ovaobert Murray who represented the Sierra

Club and Mr. David Moreland, and he is back here

with Al Frierson and them. We had a lot to do with

it out of our Baton Rouge office there, the biolo-
gists theré, and also Keith Hempéteader and Mark
"Bible and some others who work around Pearl River.

| .The book is pretty cémplgte we feel like
right now, This is supposed to last a little over
a year and then we hope to revise it, put in any

suggestions that the people who use the area would

<]
%gg‘% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
T[4



31

like tb give ﬁs. We-are asking.for»those_in tﬁe
book; where to send them. The center of the iittle
booklet has a map of a portion of the Péarl River
Wildlife ﬁanagement Area; showing where the nature

trail on this area is located. B
\ As 1 said; it is labeled with kind of
rustic little redwood signs and some cypress in
fhere so it will look more nafure—like. We are
having some problems.in there occasionally., We
do have hogs on the area and ﬁnfortunately the
hogs knock ouf signs down. Talking to Al, some
of the hunting season has taken a few out of those
out this time, |

In the Bookfet it explains why we set up
the nature trail, some of the rules and regulations
we have on it, and then some 60-odd plants that are
found on this nature trail, The next time we
revise it, we will probably put in soﬁe of the
birds and mammals and other things fhat can be
seen, This wouldn't be anything you could assure
people of but they would be available at different

seasons of the year on their migratory routes

through here, and we would include that.

. [-]]
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So;'ifvanyone has any suggestions on it
to use the nature trail;'we would like to invite
everyone out. We had planned‘a field trip but
since it turned out pfetty fainy yesterday and‘a
liﬁtie @uddy, we cancelle& that, but maybe this
group will invite usvback again some;ime in‘the
near future and we will have the field trip there
next time. Thank you., )

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Joe. We appre-
ciate that, The name of that Honey Island; as 1
remarked to Burt, looks almost good enough to eat,
doesn't it?

If there is no fﬁrthef business in front
:_of the‘Commission,Ais there anybody who would 1like
to speak that has not come up before the Commissiorn?
Is there anybbdy who wouid like to say anything?
I wanflto ask Mr, Webb, the juryman, would you
like to say a few words, sir?

MR. WEBB HART: I’am Webb.Hart, a member
of the Police Jury of St. Tammany, and I want to
express my appreciation to the Slidell Sportsmen's

League and the St. Tammany Sportsmen's League for

takiﬁg the initiative in inviting your group to

[ : X
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Slidéll to' hold your meefing here; and to express
our appreciation tO'yod for coming. " We think you
are doing a great job and if.you will assist Mr.
Scogin and push thfough the Iwana property, we
will reélly'love you for it.

This is a beautiful book. Whoever is
respoﬁsible for that, I really want to. commend
them, It looks like a really nice project and we
are pfoud 6£ i} and we #ppreciate the things you
héve-done for éur area;AwThanks again to the S1li-
dell Sportsmen's League and the ‘St. Tammany Sports-
men's League. Thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank\you, Mr. Webb. We
appreciate your coming up and speaking.
| I would like, just for those of you that
don't know the Commission here, to introduce the
Commission members. i called the roll fhis morn-
ing but I didn't point out anybo&y.

‘To my left, who has been on the Commis-
sion for 12 years, Mr. Jerry Jones out of Cameron,
Louisiana., Of courée, I think everybody who was
here last night knows our beloved Secretary, Mr.

Angelle, who is a really swell guy and has done a
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fine,job. Thén to my right 1is 6ne of oﬁf better
known Commission members who has been on the Com-
mission longer than I have, I know, Mr. Marc Dupuy
and he is out of Marksville; Louisiana. Then to
my far right is Mr. Sonny Gilbert, former Senator
Gilbert, who is the newest.member of odr Commis-
sion énd who is from Sicily Island, Louisiana.

Now 1 would also like, we have various
,depar%ment chiefs within the audience here and
Qarious of our stdaff members, I would like for
each one of you to étand up and introduce yourself
to the audience here, if you don't‘mind. We can
start out with Mf. Yancey.

(Whefeupon, the Commission

‘staff members in attendance

introduced themselves.)

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir.

MR. HANK FERRER: 1 aﬁ Hank Ferrer,
President of tﬁe St. Tammany Sportsmen's Leagug
and it is a pleasure to appear here before the
Commission today. As I said last night, it is
our privilege and honqr to have you gentlemen here}

in our Parish, and certainly we are very proud of
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the work that you have done with the wildlife and
the outdéors. | |

One only has to look at the brochure
tﬁis year to see the things-that are going on in
the state of Louisiana. When I thiék about the
~30's and the 40's and thé\SO}s and even the 60's,
as coﬁpared to what is happening in the 70's, this
brochure that is put out by yogr'department and
the staff, Mr. Angelle and.his staff and the Com-
mission, is one for the records. It is the finest
I-have seen in my lifetime.

When I grew up, you couldn't find a'déer
or a turkey, a bear, you couldn't shoot a woodéock
or a snipe. Those things‘were all closed. It is
because of the work of you gentlemen and you peﬁple
in the Enforcement Division and people like we have
here representing us now, Mr. Ed Scogin. If we
had more like Mr. Ed in Baton Roﬁge, I think we
would get even greater things done for the Wild-
life and Fisheries Department in this state. We
are blessed in St. Tammany Parish with an abundancd
of wildlife and certainly it is due to the efforts

of you gentlemen.
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We appreciate what the biologists do
with wildlife populations; the game management
areas. The Enforcemeﬁt Di&ision; Mr. Gillespie, 1
have been involved in that dver the years to get

- more agents and I have been assured by Mr. Strain
and Mr. Scogin aﬁd I thinkAMr. AngelLe is in ac~
cord fhat St. Tammany will be getting éossigly two
more enforcement agents_whi;h“we encourage and are
hopeful that they will be forthcoming. I under-
stand they have already been tested and screened
and so we are on thé u§~move in that area.

The restocking programs, I was telliné
Kenneth Smith we are catching étriped bass in the
different local waterways. We are going to add
them to 6ur list of species in the rodeos next
year. |

- We all have a lot to be thankful for, ang
certainly the Louisiana CONSERVATIONIST magazine
is as fine a publication as you could find any-
where in the nation. I am sure that 1 put én my
questionnaire last year that we should begin to

charge for this to see if we can't maybe cover a

part of the expenses. The people who are truly
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interested sh&uldn't mind giving a dollar or two
a year for that fine publication. When we do get
to that point where we don't have funds té publish
"that, and I don't know what it costs but I know it
~costs a.lot, I think that is another source §f
revenue we could turn to. |

| I do appreciate the fine work that is
going on with that magazine. I just wish you'd put
‘me on‘the'mailiﬁg list., After six yea;s, I have
asked to get on the mailing list. Joe Herring
said he is going to see that I get first on the
list, My librarian gets two cobies aﬁd she gives
one to me each monfh, though, when it comes out,
so I do get a copy but it doesn't come to ﬁy.house.

But‘materialg 1ike this that were put'

out today, and the other materials that are forth-
coming from this Department, i& is a new progranm.
It is an educational program. I have.appeared;
for instance; before the Rotary Clubs in Covington
and Mandeville on a.few occasions and shown them.
some of these materials put out by this Department|

The work that you are doing is excellent. I did

want to throw a few bouquets. at you this morning.
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We do appreci#te it.

I have one point of business I want to
go on record to state; and that.is we.would.like
for the Wildlife and Fisheriés to look into, at
.least, the pollution, the human waste that is éiow—
ing into the Litqle Tchefuncte there in Covington;
which is a scenic waterway, by the City of Coving-
ton. It has been flowing in there from way before
the river was proclaimed a scenic waterway. The
other one is the Big Bogue Falaya which crosses
rigpt'as you enter Covington. I know that those
of you that know.Covington know it. The State Park
riébt there in Covingfon has been closed down for
two years. That is Bogue Falaya Wayside Park. It
is a fine little park.\ I served as lifeguard there
ten years back in the 50's aﬁd I enjoyed every
minute of it., Many thousands of people from New
Orleans have enjoyed that park err the years, and
it has been closed for two solid years because that
waterway is polluted with human waste.

| Now, I don't know ju#t what you gentlemen

can do to give us a little help. I have asked

Bill Strain and I don't know what Ed can do on the

~
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state level. I know it is .a Department o f Health

. have studied it, In fact, they spent $120,000

problem but I would like to go on record requesting
some help for some investigation into the situa-

tion. Covington is aware of the problem, They

last year studying the problem., I just hope that

we can get some help there.

We do appreciate everything you are doing,

gentlemen and I think you for coming and thank you
fpr your time,

THE CHAIRﬁAN: Thank you. ‘We appreciate
your coming up. |

SECRE?ARY ANGELLE: Hank, what has been
your response from the Health Department, deéling
with this human waste problem?. -

- MR. FERRER: So far we haven’'t had any.

They just closed the park, the park is officially
closed. The Health Department ﬁas officially
closed the park in Covington for two years. There
are signs in the park that say, "Water Polluted.
No Swimming." They are not allowing bathers in

the park in any manner, shape or form.

Now, just below the park, about a mile

2090
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downstream; and certainly water skiers'and bathers
come in from other launch areas and come upstream'
and ski through there‘or swim in there, but they
can't enter through the main gate, but you can't

. keep them from using it. ’

Now just .down below there is a public
launcﬂ called Menetre Park, which is in the City
limits where we launch to fish, but people con-
stantly use it and go up and use the beaches on
the weekend and swim in the waterways or ski in
the waterways, and fhere are no signs down that
way. |

MR. ﬁﬁPUY: It isn't polluted downstream,
.is it?

MR. FERRER: Well, all putside waters
have some pollution in them. I am not a Board of
Health man but a Board of Health maﬁ told me that
one time. All exterior waters, all outside waters),
have some pollution in them. I don't khow how
dangerous thqse waters are, but it is being usgd
from Covington all the way down to the lake at

Madisonville; which is some 12 miles frdm Covington

by water. I often wondered,you know, how people

L 13
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could swim juét a little bit downstream from it
and not be concerned and the Department of Health
hasn't put any signs up, but they are aware of it
now. |

MR, DUPUY: Hank, the study that the City
of Covington has made, the $120,000 study, are the
results available?

MR. FERRER: I have»not seen them. The
EPA has been informed. Théy are cognizant of this
problem also, I appeared before the town Council
last Febfuary and aéked them for some help. The
Sportsmen's League there in Covington is threatén—
ing to enter a suit with the City Council to do
something. of course,.once'you do that, you get
into an entanglement with them and, you know; the
mayor of Covinéton is one of our Sportsmen's
League members, and some of those on the Council
are membeés of the Sportsmen's League, and you
really hate to get into litigation with those
people. They in turn are planning to upgrade
Menetre Park, this boat launch just down the wa;,

so we are not going to do anything until khey up-

grade Menetre Park. We don't want to get into a
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suit against ﬁhem; let's put it ﬁhat way. Does
that answer the ﬁuestion? Is there another ques;
tion?

MR. DUPUY: Thank.you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you; Ha;k. Appre-
cite it. | h

MR. SCHAFER: Mr. Dupuy had asked me
last night after this problem”came up to check with
the Health Depaftmenti I did call Mr. Charleé
Bishop this morning. _I spoke with him and he said
it has been closed fof two years because of bac-
terial count, that there is a plén to correct this,
It is in Step Two, whatever Step Two means. He
says you are looking at least a two-year felief
on this thing, that thié thing should be_in line
in about two years, but they are not too sure that
even with this new sewage treatment thing that thg
storm sewae runoff is going to correct the problem,
that there might be occasional closures even after
that, because of the.storm sewer runoff.

Mr. Bishop is in charge of the environ-
mental'sectibn, water quality, of the Health

Department and he is aware of the problem and he
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said; when I ésked him was there any other place
we could go to; to try and get some relief of this
he said no; it was under his jurisdiction; that the
feds had nothing to do with it at this time; and
that is about the story up to now,.
MR. DUPUY: Other than the storm prob-
lems or excess drainage and runoff proﬁlems, did
he indicate that perhaps day-to-day normal usage
would be accommodated by that?
MR. SCHAFER: After the sewerage plant
is on line; he felt that excgpt for after a heavy
rain and a heavy runoff from the metropolitan érea
of Covington that it could be used under normal
conditions, _
MR, DUPUY: At least that will be an
improvement if not a complete solution. Tbank you
very much, Harry.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank fou, Harry, for
those remarks. Do we have any more business to
come before the Commission at this time?

MR. EONES: I move we set the Nov;mber.

meeting for the l4th and 15th in New Orleans, and

the December meeting the 12th and 13th in New

7/
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Orleans'énd tﬁe January meeting for the 26th and
27th in New Orleans.

MR. DUPUY:' Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: Moved by Mr. Jones,
. seconded by Mr. Dupuy. All in favor say aye.

IN UNISON: Ayer

THE CHAIRMAN: So ordered. There being
no further business, are therg any other comments
from the audience?

MR. JONES: Move we adjourn.

THE CHAIRMAN: We stand adjourned.

. . . Whereupon, at 11 o'clock

-

a,m. on Tuesday, October 25,

1977, the meeting was adjourned. . . .

i

.Kathryn G. Chamberlin,
Reporter.
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C ER T IFICATE

I; the undersigned reporter; DO HEREBY
CERTIFY that the above and foregoing ( 44pages
of typewritten matter) is a true‘and.correct
transcription of the tape recording and of the
stenegraphic noﬁes of the proceedings herein,
ftranscfibed by me; at the time and place herein;
before ﬁdted. -i -

?‘ﬁew Orleene,'i;uisiana; tﬁis'ggth‘ da}lof

November,  19-77.
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N\Kathryn G. Chamberlin,
Reporter.
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